
O V E R  T H E  F E N C E

Get organized in 
January with these  
Two To-do’s 
Schedule a Fix-it Day
As you post your new calendar, circle one 
weekend day this month for a fix-it day.

Prepare ahead of time by wandering the 
house and noting minor repairs that you 
can do in less than a day. These are things 
like replacing cracked switch plates and 
burned-out bulbs, tightening loose screws 
and lubricating squeaky hinges. Make a list 
of materials and tools you need. Shop for 
whatever you don't have in a single trip.

On the appointed day, put the tools and 
supplies in a tote (the homeowner version 
of a carpenter's steps-saving tool belt) and 
get to work. As you proceed from room to 
room, test all smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors and check off other items from 
your master list.

Organize
If you're struggling to find a place for all 
the holiday gifts your family received, 
you're not alone. Home-improvement 
stores consider this month the "storage 
season," which means you can probably 
find an unusually good selection and 
prices on plastic bins, closet organizers and 
the like. A few tips:

l If you're buying plastic bins, go for ones 
that are clear so you can see what's inside.

l Look for straight-sided containers. Ones 
with tapered sides waste a surprising 
amount of shelf space.

l If you're planning to store the containers 
on shelves, match the size of the boxes to 
the depth and width of the shelves so you 
aren't left with hard-to-use gaps.
 From the article: The Checklist: Home maintenance in January by 
Jeanne Huber

JANUARY HOME WARRANTY TIP: Be sure to clean splatters 
and debris from your microwave. If not cleaned, these splatters 
can eat away at the lining! 

Get Organized Month

National Hot Tea Month

National Soup Month

January 1st: New Years Day

January 20th: Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 31st: Chinese New Year

Turn Down the Heat  
and Save
The recommended winter setting for a 
home thermostat when people are at 
home is 68 degrees Fahrenheit. Once 
you've gotten used to that daytime 
temperature (or if you already had it set 
there), try setting it a few degrees lower. 
You'll have to experiment to see how low 
you can stand it—you don't want to blow 
the money you saved on heat buying 
mittens. 

The exact amount you'll save 
varies based on heating 
prices, the size and efficiency 
of your house and the 
temperature outside. A rough 
estimate: 1 to 3 percent 
savings per degree of 
thermostat setback.

To save even more, crank the temperature 
down to 60 or 55 degrees Fahrenheit when 
you're away or in bed. If you work outside 
the home during the day and sleep eight 
hours a night, you'll be reducing your energy 
usage for 16 hours per day. If you're home 
during the day and need the heat, you'll save 
about half as much by just turning it down at 
night, which is still a nice savings.

By the way, it's a common myth that you'll 
use so much energy getting the house 
warm again that you won't save anything 
by turning it down. When you turn the 
heat down, the heat doesn't run as the 
house's temperature falls. You save enough 
energy then to counteract the energy used 
to reheat the house, so you break even. 
The savings come during the time you 
leave the temperature down, since the 
heating system isn't working as hard to 
maintain a differential between the inside 
and outside temperatures. The longer you 
leave the thermostat turned down, the 
more you'll save.
From the article:  5 No-brainer Money-Saving Tips Everyone Forgets 
by by Ed Grabianowski
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HOT SPICED TEA

SERVES 6 -8 

Ingredients

1 teaspoon whole cloves 

1 inch cinnamon stick 

6 cups cold water 

6 tea bags 

3/4 cup orange juice 

2 tablespoons lemon juice 

1/2 cup sugar 

Directions

1. Add spices to 
water and bring 
to a rolling boil. 

2. Add tea bags, 
cover, and steep 
for 5 minutes. 

3. Strain into heated teapot or carafe. 

4. Heat juices and sugar just to boiling. 

5. Add to hot tea. 

TEA Makes Top 10 Food 
Trends for 2014!
Sterling-Rice Group (SRG) has identified 
the top ten food trends that will be served 
on restaurant menus and line supermarket 
shelves across the U.S. in 2014.  In 2014, 
consumers will continue to seek healthy 
options, but with an occasional indulgent 
splurge. Look for these food trends to go 
big as they move from cutting-edge to 
mainstream:

1. Lemon Steps into the Sun: The often 
unmentioned brightener of dressings and 
sauces, lemon shines as a main ingredient in 
its purest freshest juice or preserved form.

2. Tea Leaves the Cup: Black, green, and 
other leafy brews will bring a healthy, 
flavorful twist to dinner, desserts, and 
more.

3. The Middle Eastern Mediterranean: 
Middle Eastern seasonings such as sumac, 
za'atar, and marash will expand the 
boundaries—and flavor profile—of 
traditional Mediterranean cuisine.

4. Dairy Goes Nuts: Milk made from 
cashews, almonds, and peanuts bring 
dairy-free, luscious flavors to sauces, 
drinks, and dinners.

5. The Year of the Yolk: The creamy, 
decadent, golden globe will reign—adding 
richness previously provided by cheese, 
dairy, and sauces.

6. Refined Classic American Eats: Move 
over burgers and fries—wedge salads 
doused in creamy Caesar and other 
upscale classics take center plate.

7. The Return of Poaching and Steaming: 
Goodbye bland—wine, coffee, beer, and 
smoky liquids replace water for more 
flavorful dishes.

8. Seaweed Goes Beyond Sushi: Nutritious 
and full of deep, salty flavor, seaweed 
shows up as a snack, umami-rich 
seasoning, and more.

9. No Ordinary Pasta: Traditional pastas 
take a backseat to noodles made of 
alternative flours, seasoned with global 
spices, and formed into new shapes of all 
sizes.

10. The New Flavors of Farm-to-Table: 
Exotic meat—goat, rabbit and pigeon—
raised by small-scale producers offer new 
feel-good protein choices.

For a complete look at SRG's 2014 Top Ten 
Food Trends visit: srg.com/2014FoodTrends.

O V E R  T H E  F E N C E

Repair, Replace, Relax with Fidelity National Home Warranty (FNHW). A home warranty from FNHW provides both the home buyer 
and seller with “peace of mind” when it comes to repairs and/or replacement of a home’s major systems and appliances. FNHW prides 
itself on superior customer service, including quick response time and efficient solutions for homeowners’  problems and needs. 

If you are thinking of buying or selling a home in the near future, please call  
for a personal interview and property assessment with no obligation.

This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another agent. These materials contain information and articles obtained from third parties.  
FNHW does not endorse the recommendations of any third party nor guarantee the information provided is complete or correct. 
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Call me today for a free
and confidential real estate
consultation.


