
O V E R  T H E  F E N C E

Show Your Doors Some 
Love with these Simple 
Cleaning Tips.
Doors can be the most neglected part of 
our cleaning routine and may seem 
daunting to tackle. But with these simple 
instructions and ideas, you’ll be able to 
easily take care of all the doors in (and out 
of) your house.

Door Cleaning Tips
Start with the front, 
bedroom, closet and 
bathroom doors first 
before any other 
cleaning as they see 
the most use and often 
get dirtiest.

Dust doors first. 
Remove the surface 
dust before applying 
any type of cleaning 
solution. Jumping 
straight to wiping 
down a door will just spread the loose dirt 
and dust around, creating a bigger mess.

Paper towels work best. Use paper towels 
when it comes to wiping down door 
surfaces. Sponges and regular towels can 
hold tons of bacteria. Using a heavy-duty 
paper towel ensures that bacteria doesn’t 
transfer dirt and debris from one door to 
the next.

Front Door
Tackle the front door first because it’s 
probably the dirtiest. Start by dusting the 
door and getting rid of as much loose dust 
as possible. Use a mixture of gentle dish 
soap and water to scrub down the door, 
and then dry with a paper towel.

Tip: Take note of the door's paint/stain 
finish. If it’s a wood door with staining, use 

APRIL HOME WARRANTY TIP: Keep your oven clean and 
working. Make a habit of wiping down the exterior surfaces 
with a damp sponge every time you wipe down the worktops.

April 1st: April Fools Day

April 20th: Easter Sunday 

April 22nd: Earth Day 

April 25th: Arbor Day

a furniture wax or polish to wipe down and 
give the door a beautiful, clean glow.

Tip: If you have a painted front door, make 
sure to use a diluted cleaning product that 
won't strip off the color.

Inside Doors
Dust and remove loose dirt and then get 
rid of any scuff marks caused by kids or 
animals. Next, use a diluted water and dish 
soap mixture to remove remaining dirt. 
Dry with paper towels.

Tip: Test a small area of the door first to 
ensure the finish won’t react with cleaning 
products.
From the article: http://www.pgeveryday.com/article/door-
cleaning-tips by Camille Simmons

These Landscaping Tips 
Will Help Sell Your Home
Potential home buyers form their first 
impression of a home from its curb appeal. 
Yet often a home's outdoor landscaping is 
overlooked, or underdone, in the 
preparation for the sales process. An 
attractive and well-maintained landscape 
can add as much as 10 percent to the value 
of your home.

Ideally the time to get started cleaning up 
your yard is about a month before you 

plan on showing your house. That should 
give you enough time to get everything 
looking just right and not leave the 
impression that you simply waited until 
the last minute to put things in order. 
Follow these tips for sprucing up your yard 
to help your home sell quickly.

Spruce up outdoor containers. 

Touch up the mulch. 

Plant some instant color. Seasonal color 
makes the landscape pop as well, and flats 
of annuals are also relatively inexpensive. 
Go for a splash of several colors or a more 
monochromatic scheme, whatever fits in 
with the look of your home.

Shape unsightly or overgrown trees and 
shrubs. 

Tend to perennial beds. Tidy up 
herbaceous plants, such as annuals and 
perennials, that don't look as good as they 
should. If a plant is in such bad shape that 
it needs to be removed, either replace it or 
stick a decorative pot in its place.
From the article: http://www.hgtv.com/landscaping/landscaping-
tips-that-can-help-sell-your-home/index.html
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Serves 4-6 

2 bunches curly kale, center ribs and 
stems removed, washed, dried, and 
chopped finely

1/4 cup olive oil

1/4 cup apricot preserves

1 1/2 tablespoon apple cider vinegar

1 1/2 tablespoon lemon juice

1/2 teaspoon sea salt

1 pinch black pepper

1 cup puy or beluga lentils, rinsed

1 cup red cabbage, shredded

1. Whisk together olive oil, apricot 
preserves, apple cider vinegar, lemon 
juice, sea salt, and black pepper.

2. Turn kale into a large mixing bowl, and 
massage 6 T of the dressing into the 
salad. You’ll need enough dressing for the 
salad to be well coated and start taking 
on a “wilted” texture. Set aside.

3. Place lentils in a small saucepan with 

CELEBRATE EARTH DAY WITH THIS RAW KALE SALAD WITH LENTILS AND SWEET APRICOT VINAIGRETTE

Clean the Inside of Your Dishwasher 
Keeping your dishwasher clean saves energy and 
water. You'll use less water and energy in pre-soaking 
and rinsing with these simple steps:
1. Cut the power or unplug.

2. Use vinegar and water to clean the racks and door.

3. Check the spinning arms and vents in there, clearing 
out any debris—a toothbrush works well for hard to 
reach areas.

4. Check around the door to make sure no dirt is 
preventing the seals from closing.
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enough water to cover them by 3-4 
inches (approximately 2 1/2 cups). Bring 
water to a boil, then reduce heat, add a 
pinch of salt, and let the lentils simmer for 
20-25 minutes, or until the lentils are 
tender but not mushy.

4. Allow lentils to cool slightly and add 
them, along with the cabbage, to the kale, 
and add another 2 T vinaigrette. Use 
hands to combine. Add extra dressing as 
needed, and season to taste.
By Gena Hamshaw

Repair, Replace, Relax with 
Fidelity National Home Warranty 
(FNHW). A home warranty from FNHW 
provides both the home buyer and seller 
with “peace of mind” when it comes to 

repairs and/or replacement of a home’s major systems 
and appliances. FNHW prides itself on superior customer 
service, including quick response time and efficient 
solutions for homeowners’  problems and needs. 

If you are thinking of buying or selling 
a home in the near future, please call  
for a personal interview and property 
assessment with no obligation.
This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another 
agent. These materials contain information and articles obtained from third parties. 

FNHW does not endorse the recommendations of any third party nor guarantee the 
information provided is complete or correct. 
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