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Practical Tips for Proper 
Window and Door 
Cleaning and Care
One of the biggest home maintenance 
tasks of the summer just got easier, with a 
few points of practical advice on the prop-
er cleaning of windows and doors. The 
most important thing to remember when 
cleaning windows and patio doors is to use 
gentle, soft 
materials 
that won’t 
harm sur-
faces. A dry, 
overcast 
day works 
best 
because intense sunlight can cause streaks 
as the cleaning solution dries too quickly. 
For window and door surfaces, follow 
these simple steps:

1. Use a combination of gentle ingredients 
to clean glass, window frames and door 
surfaces. Mix one teaspoon of baby 
shampoo to one gallon of water or 1-1/2 
cups of vinegar to one gallon of water.

2. Wash with the solution using a clean, 
soft cloth or sponge.

3. Rinse with clean water. Don’t use 
pressurized sprayers that can break seals.

4. Promptly dry glass surfaces thoroughly 
with a cloth.

5. Dry window frames and door surfaces 
with a separate cloth. Be wary of shortcuts 
that hurt instead of help. Avoid power 
washers, metal tools, razor blades or other 
objects that can break seals, scratch glass 
and remove exterior glass coatings. Always 
be gentle. Don’t allow aggressive cleaners 
to come in contact with vinyl, wood or 
metal-clad surfaces. Be sure to clean up 
puddles that collect at glass edges, as this 
can damage window glazing.

JULY HOME WARRANTY TIP: Rotate it! A ceiling fan’s direction 
in the summer should be rotating counter clockwise to produce a 
wind chill effect by the downward airflow. The thermostat won’t 
actually change but the room will seem several degrees cooler. 

National Blueberry Month

National Grilling Month

National Ice Cream Month 

July 3rd – August 15th:  
Air Conditioning Appreciation Days 

July 4th: Independence Day

Celebrate Air 
Conditioning 
Appreciation Days  
with a Programmable 
Thermostat
According to the 
Environmental 
Protection Agency 
(EPA), a 
programmable 
thermostat can save 
you about $150 a year 
in energy costs if it is 
properly used. It is recommended for 
people who are away from home during 
set times of the day during the week.  To 
increase your energy savings, the EPA 
recommends that you:

l Keep the thermostat set at energy-saving 
temperatures for long periods of time, 
such as during the day when no one is 
home and through the night.

l Resist the urge to override the pre-
programmed settings. Every time you do, 
you use more energy and may end up 
paying more on your energy bill.

l Set the “hold” button at a constant 
energy-saving temperature when going 
away for the weekend or on vacation.

l Install your thermostat away from 
heating or cooling registers, appliances, 
lighting, doorways, skylights, and 
windows, and areas that receive direct 
sunlight or drafts. Interior walls are best.

l If you have a heat pump, you may need a 
special programmable thermostat to 
maximize your energy savings year-round. 
Talk to your retailer or contractor for the 
details before selecting your thermostat.
For more information on cooling and heating systems, visit http://
www.ahrinet.org/default.aspx

Keep Your Dog Cool in 
the Summer
When summer rolls around it’s important 
to look at different ways you can keep 
your dog cool and comfortable. Here are 
a few tips:

Use a Kiddie Pool 
Not all dogs love water, but it’s worth a try 
to see if yours does! Kiddie pools are cheap 
and can be filled and kept in the shade for 
your dog to stand or lay in when he gets 
overheated, or throw down a wet towel in 
the shade so your pup can rest and cool off.
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Ingredients

16 ounces blue gatorade

16 ounces red gatorade

12 ounces Sprite or other clear, 
carbonated beverage

Ice cubes

Method

Fill the sections of one ice cube tray with 
blue Gatorade, and place in freezer for 
several hours or until frozen solid.

Fill the sections of the other ice cube tray 
with the red Gatorade (or other red color 
drink), and place in freezer until frozen 
solid.

When ready to serve, place about 4 or 5 
regular (clear) ice cubes in a highball glass 
or tall tumbler.

Keep Your Dog Cool Continued from front page

Keep Your Dog Inside 
If at all possible, try to keep your dog inside on hot days. This is especially 
recommended during the hottest part of the day. Worried your dog will tear up the 
place while you’re gone? Most dogs can be kept in crates for a few hours while 
you're gone keeping your furniture and your furry friend safe.

Time Your Walks and Exercise Right: Try to walk or run your pooch in the early 
morning or late afternoon when it’s cooled down a bit and overheating is less of 
a threat.

Grooming Can Make a Huge Difference: If you have a dog with long hair or a 
dense undercoat, a trip to the groomer can work wonders! Thick undercoats 
can be brushed out and long hair can be cut to increase air circulation and 
allow your dog to feel breezes to cool down.

Keep Your Dog Hydrated: Never underestimate the importance of having 
water available for your pet at all times!
From the article 6 Ways to Keep Your Dog Cool in the Summer by Aileen Barker  
http://tipsaholic.com/keep-your-dog-cool-in-the-summer/
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Add two blue ice cubes and two red ice 
cubes to the glass.

Fill the glass the rest of the way with a 
clear carbonated soda like Sprite, 7-Up, 
club soda, (or try a fruit flavored seltzer), 
or your favorite lemon-lime soda.

Now wait to see the special effects 
begin. As the cubes melt, colored 
bubbles will swirl through the soda and 
create a sparkling "frosty fireworks" 
effect.

HAVE FUN WITH THIS RED WHITE AND BLUE NON-ALCOHOLIC FROST Y FIREWORKS DRINK

Repair, Replace, Relax with 
Fidelity National Home Warranty 
(FNHW). A home warranty from FNHW 
provides both the home buyer and seller 
with “peace of mind” when it comes to 

repairs and/or replacement of a home’s major systems 
and appliances. FNHW prides itself on superior customer 
service, including quick response time and efficient 
solutions for homeowners’  problems and needs. 

If you are thinking of buying or selling 
a home in the near future, please call  
for a personal interview and property 
assessment with no obligation.
This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another 
agent. These materials contain information and articles obtained from third parties. 

FNHW does not endorse the recommendations of any third party nor guarantee the 
information provided is complete or correct. 
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