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Halloween Safety
Everyone loves a good scare on Halloween, 
but not when it comes to child safety. 
There are several easy and effective tips 
that parents can share with kids to help 
reduce their risk of injury. 

Hard Facts
On average, children are more than twice as 
likely to be hit by a car and killed on 
Halloween than on any other day of the year.

Top Tips
l Decorate costumes and bags with reflec-
tive tape or stickers and, if possible, choose 
light colors. Since masks can sometimes 
obstruct a child’s vision, try non-toxic face 
paint and makeup whenever possible.

l Have kids use glow sticks or flashlights to 
help them see and be seen by drivers.

l Children under the age of 12 should not 
be alone at night without adult 
supervision. If kids are mature enough to 
be out without supervision, remind them 
to stick to familiar areas that are well lit and 
trick-or-treat in groups.

l Popular trick-or-treating hours are 5:30 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. so be especially alert for 
kids during those hours.

l When selecting a costume make sure it is 
the right size to prevent trips and falls.
See more at: http://www.safekids.org/halloween#sthash.
ZN9n9kVF.dpuf and http://www.safekids.org/halloween

OCTOBER HOME WARRANTY TIP: Heating and air 
conditioning system filters should be changed every 30 days,  
or as often as recommended by the manufacturer.

October 13th: Columbus Day 

October 31st: Halloween

Fire Prevention Week: 5-11 

National Apple Month

National Kitchen & Bath Month

National Popcorn Poppin' Month

Kitchen and Bath Design 
Trends for 2014 
When it comes to kitchen and 
bath design trends for both 
single-family and multi-family 
residences, contemporary is 
in, with clean, minimal lines 
and little ornamentation.
Check out these top trends according to a 
recent survey of more than 420 kitchen and 
bath design professionals by the National 
Kitchen and Bath Association (NKBA).

Bathroom Design Trends
Beige, bone and gray are hot and getting 
hotter: Beige and bone color schemes, with 
white fixtures and polished chrome faucets 
were popular designs in 2013. Gray, the 
third most popular color scheme in 2013, 
will be by far the fastest growing in 2014, 
according to 58% of designer respondents.

Soaking tubs are in the spotlight: Fully 
64% of NKBA designers specified a soaking 
tub in a master bath, with 42% expecting 
that trend to accelerate in 2014.  
Preferences lean towards free-standing 
non-jetted tubs. 

Kitchen Design Trends
Granite is on top, but quartz is catching 
up: Some 70% of respondents see quartz 
countertops increasing in 2014. At the end 
of 2013, granite and quartz were almost 

tied for the top spot in countertop 
materials, at 91% and 90% respectively.

Stainless is timeless: Stainless steel is the 
most popular sink material with porcelain 
enamel a distant second. Granite composite, 
now number three, is expect to grow in 2014.

Microwave drawers beating out warming 
drawers: Microwave drawers, convection 
ovens, and gas cooktops are all poised for 
growth in 2014, while freestanding micro-
waves, electric cooktops and warming 
drawers are predicted to decline.

Gray and white are hand-in-hand: Gray 
will be the fastest growing color scheme in 
2014, according to 71% of respondents. It 
ended 2013 neck-and-neck with whites 
and off-whites, which are still the most 
popular overall color scheme.

For all 16 design trends ,please see the full 
article at: http://www.bdcnetwork.
com/16-kitchen-and-bath-design-
trends-2014
From the article by Building Design & Construction
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Keep on Gardening
Although summer blooms have faded, 
there’s no reason not to have color 
throughout the fall. If you’re looking to 
plant something now, there are several 
options from pansies and mums to kale 
and ornamental grasses. Check with your 
local garden center or nursery to see which varieties are best for your region. 

If you have cool-season grass, an application of slow-release organic fertilizer will 
provide your lawn with the strength it needs to make it through winter. Yes, the 
weather has cooled and your grass is no longer suffering in the same way it did 
over the summer, but it still needs a good drink weekly to keep it moist. Keep 
mowing as well but lower the mowing height a bit—to about 2 inches—so you 
are cutting the grass a little shorter than usual. Do this until you notice growth 
has stopped, and the lawn has reached dormancy.

See full article by Bob Villa for more tips!
http://www.zillow.com/blog/5-october-home-improvement-projects-from-bob-vila-136427/

Celebrate National Apple Month with a tasty batch of homemade Caramel 
Apple dip. Slice your favorite apple and enjoy!

CARAMEL APPLE DIP

Ingredients

1 (8-oz.) package cream cheese, softened

1/3 cup firmly packed dark brown sugar

1 teaspoon vanilla bean paste or vanilla extract

1 tablespoon granulated sugar

Fresh apple slices 

Preparation

1. Stir together first 3 ingredients just 
until blended. Spoon mixture into a 
10-oz. ramekin; level and smooth 
surface with a spatula. Cover and chill 
2 to 8 hours.

2. Preheat broiler with oven rack 5 
inches from heat. Sprinkle granulated 
sugar over mixture in ramekin. Fill an 
8-inch cake pan with ice; place 
ramekin in pan.

3. Broil 3 to 5 minutes or until sugar is 
melted and caramelized. Let stand 5 
minutes. Serve with apple slices.
Southern Living  SEPTEMBER 2012

Repair, Replace, Relax with 
Fidelity National Home Warranty 
(FNHW). A home warranty from FNHW 
provides both the home buyer and seller 
with “peace of mind” when it comes to 

repairs and/or replacement of a home’s major systems 
and appliances. FNHW prides itself on superior customer 
service, including quick response time and efficient 
solutions for homeowners’  problems and needs. 

If you are thinking of buying or selling 
a home in the near future, please call  
for a personal interview and property 
assessment with no obligation.
This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another 
agent. These materials contain information and articles obtained from third parties. 

FNHW does not endorse the recommendations of any third party nor guarantee the 
information provided is complete or correct. 
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