
O V E R  T H E  F E N C E

JANUARY HOME WARRANTY TIP: January is a great month 
to check your home’s filters. Clean your range hood filter, and 
clean or replace the filters in your furnace and air cleaner. 

January 1:  New Year's Day

January 19: Martin Luther King Jr. Day

National Soup Month

Stay Warm this Winter  
with these Energy-
Saving Investments
Do you need any new appliances, or are 
you planning to do some remodeling? 
Consider these energy efficiency 
suggestions before you purchase.

Choose ENERGY STAR appliances and 
electronics. When buying new appliances, 
choose ENERGY STAR-certified models. For 
example, a new ENERGY STAR refrigerator 
uses about 20 percent less energy than a 
standard new refrigerator, and 46 percent 
less than one made in 1980. A new Energy 
Star® clothes washer uses nearly 50 
percent less energy than a standard 
washer.

Install a programmable thermostat. If you 
have a heat pump, select a model 
designed for heat pumps. Setback 
thermostats can save up to 15 percent on 
energy costs.

Increase ceiling insulation. If your ceiling 
is uninsulated or scantily insulated, 
consider increasing your insulation to up to 
R-38 to reduce heating costs by 5 to 25 
percent.

Over the Fence
N E W S  F R O M  Y O U R  R E A L  E S T A T E  P R O F E S S I O N A L …

V O L U M E  1 3  •  I S S U E  1  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 5

Seal ducts. Leaking ductwork accounts for 
more than 25 to 30 percent of heating 
costs in an average California home. 
Consider hiring a contractor to test the 
tightness of your ducts and repair leaks 
and restrictions in your duct. Many utility 
companies have programs to assist you. 

High-efficiency windows. If you are 
planning to replace your windows, 
choosing ENERGY STAR windows can 
reduce your heating and cooling costs by 
up to 15 percent.
http://www.consumerenergycenter.org/tips/winter.html

10 Ways to Make Your 
Cut Flowers Last Longer
The most simple, yet least followed tip to 
keep your flowers alive: Change the 
water!

l Add a small mixture of aspirin 
and sugar to the water, along with 
some type of antibacterial agent like 
vodka, vinegar or even a little bleach. 
Just a 1/4 of a teaspoon is all you need. 

l Drop a copper penny in the vase. 

l Cut the stems at a 45° angle with 
sharp scissors every day.

l Hold the stems underwater while you 
cut them. 

l Remove any leaves that are 
submerged in the water. 

l Cull any dying flowers as soon as 
possible. 

l Keep the flowers away from any drafts 
(even fans!) and out of direct sunlight. 

l Keep flowers away from fruit and other 
plants. Other flora can give off the gas, 
ethylene, which can cause flowers to wilt 
prematurely. 

l Keep flowers away from appliances, like 
televisions and computers, which give off 
heat and can cause flowers to dehydrate. 

l Clean your vase before you put flowers in 
it. Make sure you rinse out all of the soap!
From Apartment Therapy.com

TIP: Have a gunky, narrow-
necked vase that's hard to 
clean? Try this tip from Real 
Simple: fill it with crushed 
shells from hardboiled eggs, a 
drop of dishwashing soap, 
and warm water, and swirl. 
Rinse thoroughly with hot 
water, and the next 
arrangement you put in will 
last a bit longer.
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January Weekend Home Improvement 
Project: 
Lubricate and Eliminate Squeaks and Creaks
If you notice any doors that are not opening as 
smoothly or sliding the way they used to, that is 
an easy fix. Grab some WD-40 and attack the 
working parts of those creaky doors. Lubricate the 
hinges and the sliding tracks to help smooth out 
the sticky situation.

You can also lubricate the hinges on medicine 
cabinets and kitchen cabinets with WD-40. Also, 
every so often, place WD-40 on your key and slide 
it into the lock to keep those parts working. Once 
you start you will find yourself working to lubricate just about anything that 
opens. 
From the article January Home Improvement: Weekend Projects by Tom Kraeutler; http://www.moneypit.com/article/janu-
ary-home-improvement-weekend-projects

POTATO -AND -BROCCOLI SOUP
2 tablespoon(s) butter

1 onion, chopped

2 cloves garlic, minced

1 3/4 pound(s) broccoli, thick stems  
peeled and diced (about 2 cups), tops  
cut into small florets (about 1 quart)

1 1/2 pound(s) boiling potatoes  
(about 5), peeled and cut into  
1/2-inch cubes

3 cup(s) canned low-sodium  
chicken broth or homemade stock

3 cup(s) water

1 3/4 teaspoon(s) salt

1/4 teaspoon(s) fresh-ground black pepper

1/2 cup(s) grated Parmesan

Directions

1. In a large pot, melt the butter over 
moderately low heat. Add the onion; cook, 
stirring occasionally, until translucent, 
about 5 minutes.

2. Add the garlic, broccoli stems, potatoes, 

broth, water, salt, and pepper. Bring to a boil. 
Reduce the heat and simmer until the 
vegetables are almost tender, about 10 
minutes.

3. In a food processor or blender, pulse the 
soup to a coarse puree. Return the soup to the 
pot and bring to a simmer. Add the broccoli 
florets and simmer until they are tender, 
about 5 minutes. Stir 1/4 cup of the grated 
Parmesan into the soup, and serve the soup 
topped with the remaining cheese.

Recipe from Delish.com

Repair, Replace, Relax with 
Fidelity National Home Warranty 
(FNHW). A home warranty from FNHW 
provides both the home buyer and seller 
with “peace of mind” when it comes to 

repairs and/or replacement of a home’s major systems 
and appliances. FNHW prides itself on superior customer 
service, including quick response time and efficient 
solutions for homeowners’  problems and needs. 

If you are thinking of buying or selling 
a home in the near future, please call  
for a personal interview and property 
assessment with no obligation.
This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another 
agent. These materials contain information and articles obtained from third parties. 

FNHW does not endorse the recommendations of any third party nor guarantee the 
information provided is complete or correct. 
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